Mb. Taylou on Poisons.
[Oct.
" These symptoms usually commence in from half an hour to an hour after the poison has been swallowed. Sometimes they come on in a few minutes, especially in young children; and at others their appearance is protracted for a long time." (p. 582.) It must be remembered, however, that there are many circumstances wliich have an influence upon the time at which the symptoms set in ; thus, they generally come on more quickly when the poison has been given in a state of solution, when the stomach is nearly empty, or when the vital powers of the individual are prostrated by fatigue or disease. On the other hand, the action of a poison will be retarded if it be administered in a solid form, when the stomach is full, when the patient is in a state of intoxication, or when he lias been habituated to the influence of the drug. "In November, 1846, a case was referred to mc for investigation, in which it was alleged that a farmer in one of the midland counties had been poisoned two years before by his housekeeper, who was a respectable person, and most attentive to him as a nurse during his illness. lie had been attacked with vomiting and other signs of gastric disorder, about three months before his death, but recovered under medical treatment. About eight days before death, the symptoms recurred with greater violence than ever, and he sunk under them. They were referred to ulceration of the stomach, so closely did they resemble those of disease. As there was no suspicion of poison, the body was not examined; and nothing would have been known respecting the real cause of death, but for a statement made two years afterwards by the housekeeper, that she had on two occasions administered to her master small doses of arsenic." (p. 39.) A case of a very similar description came under our notice last winter. An old woman of dissipated habits, had been the subject of repeated attacks of vomiting and purging. She had been attended at various times by five or six medical men, not one of whom suspected that she was suffering from the effects of poison. During one of these attacks she expired ; and then the post-mortem examination and the analysis of the tissues revealed the fact, that she had both suffered and died from the effects of arsenic. A similar case has still more recently occurred in Bristol.
Lead, mercury, and copper, also, are poisons which may operate slowly and insidiously on the animal body; often procrastinating their more evident effects to a very distant period. This, in fact, has been frequently observed among persons whose occupations expose them to the slow and. constant action of these poisons.
Again, Mr [Oct.
in prosecuting on the Western Circuit some years since. A woman poisoned her husband with arsenic mixed in soup; and after the deceased had made a full meal, she threw the remainder out of a window into a farm-yard, thereby thinking to defeat all attempts at discovery of the means which she had adopted to destroy her husband. It happened at the time, that a pig and several fowls were feeding under the window, and they ate up what fell on the ground. The whole of these animals died under symptoms of irritant poisoning. The husband also died: no poison was detected in the stomach, although there were the traces of its action; but on opening the bodies of the animals, the medical witnesses found not only the appearances usually produced by irritant poison, but arsenic itself was readily discovered in the viscera. This sort of evidence supplied that which was required to complete the case: for while no poison was detected in the body, no portion of the poisoned soup could be procured. The [Oct. it is essential that it should be observed. The notes may have been fairly made on the spot, in the manner required by law; but when a witness is about to refer to them, he will probably be asked whether he is using them for the purpose of refreshing his memory, or whether lie is about to speak only from what is written on the paper, without having any precise recollection 011 the subject. If he is referring to them for some fact which he has altogether forgotten, then the notes are, pro tanto, inadmissible as evidence; for it has been held by our judges, that notes can only be used in evidence for the purpose of refreshing the memory 011 a fact indistinctly remembered; they are not permitted to be used for the purpose of reviving impressions entirely forgotten. 
